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PRESS RELEASE
MEANINGFUL REPARATIONS FOR VICTIMS OF KHMER ROUGE REGIME

Wide ranging support has been secured for the Civil Parties’ requested reparation
projects in Case 002/01, but there remains a funding gap and, consequently,
various opportunities still exist for potential donors to engage in the realization of
these projects, which will benefit the victims of the Democratic Kampuchea
regime from 1975-1979.

The Victims Support Section (VSS) and the Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers of the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) — in close cooperation with
governmental and non-governmental organizations — are currently leading a
groundbreaking effort to bring redress to the survivors of the Khmer Rouge regime. The
ECCC is the first court of its kind allowing victims to participate directly in the
proceedings as parties. In accordance with the legal framework governing the ECCC
proceedings, the Civil Parties can seek collective and moral reparations. In addition, the
VSS is mandated to develop and implement non-judicial measures to serve the broader
interests of victims.

The Trial Chamber has recently set the deadline of 31 March 2014 by which Civil Parties
must submit any further documentation and information on the reparation projects they
seek in Case 002/01, including updates on funding. Civil Parties seek the Court’s
recognition of thirteen reparation projects in Case 002/01 which aim to provide
acknowledgement to the victims of the Khmer Rouge regime in order to mitigate the
harms and suffering they have experienced. Please see the attached table, for
information about the thirteen proposed projects submitted to the Trial Chamber.

In case of conviction of the accused, the Trial Chamber may grant moral and collective
reparations to the Civil Parties in its judgment if certain conditions are fulfilled; among
them the requirement for documentation of sufficient external funding for each proposed



project. With the March deadline drawing near, the VSS takes this opportunity to inform
the public about the achievements to date and to seek additional voluntary funding for
the reparation projects sought by the Civil Parties.

Despite wide ranging moral, political and financial support from the international donor
community, the Royal Government of Cambodia and Cambodian civil society
organizations, there are still various opportunities for potential donors to engage in the
realization of the requested reparation projects. By providing financial support to these
projects, donors can be secure in the knowledge that their contributions are used for
programming that creates and maximizes direct and lasting benefits for Civil Parties and
victims throughout Cambodia.

A number of projects do not yet have secured funding and, consequently, are at risk of
not being recognized by the Court, nor implemented. Funding is sought on a priority
basis for these projects, namely the Public Memorials Initiative and the project to publish
and distribute the Case 002/01 judgment to civil parties in full and illustrated summary
form. Several proposed reparation projects have already secured funding, but would
benefit from additional funds which would be used to further expand the reach and
enhance the benefit of the projects. Among these are the Testimonial Therapy, Self-Help
Groups for Rehabilitation, Mobile Exhibition and Permanent projects.

Potential donors are encouraged to contact the VSS for further information and a
presentation meeting.

The VSS is an official organ of the ECCC and is mandated to facilitate and coordinate
victims’ participation in the ECCC’s proceedings, except legal representation.
Furthermore, the Section is mandated to seek external funding and support and, in close
cooperation with the Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers, to identify, design and later implement
reparation projects.

VSS Contact

Mr. Hang Vannak
Chief of VSS
Email: hang.vannak@eccc.gov.kh
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Authorized Quotations
from stakeholders, partners and supporters in context with this press statement:

+++

“The thirteen reparation projects are very important to Civil Parties, youger generations,
and the Cambodian society as a whole as they will remind and show sufferrings
happend in the past, and prevent the non-occurence of the Khmer Rouge regime in
Cambodia.”

Mr. Nuon Sovan,
Civil Party in Case 002/01 at the ECCC
+++

“Having received updates during the recent Regional Civil Party Meeting, organized by
the VSS in Svay Rieng province, | am satisfied with the collective and moral reparations
as well as non-judicial measures of the ECCC; especially the projects on building a
memorial at Tuol Sleng Museum and exhibitions in provincial museums.”

Ms. KEO Ouk,
Civil Party in Case 002/01 at the ECCC

+++

“The Trial Chamber has afforded the Cambodian victims with a unique opportunity to
realize some small measure of relief from their suffering through the prioritized projects
approved for implementation depending on the outcome of the verdict in Phase 01 of
Case 002. It is imperative for governments and philanthropic sources to lend their
much-needed financial support to these projects by 31 March 2014, which is the
deadline set by the Court."”

Ambassador David Scheffer,
U.N. Secretary-General's Special Expert on United Nations Assistance to the Khmer
Rouge Trials

+++

“Reparations are very important for all victims. Victims of the Khmer Rouge regime often
express their need for reparations because reparations can repair the damage and heal
the sufferings to a certain extent. Reparations are a symbol of accountability that victims
want to see that perpetrators or criminals have responsibility for what they did. In the
context of ECCC, symbolic, moral, and collective reparations are very crucial and
needed for the Khmer Rouge victim-survivors because they can help to restore the value
and dignity of the victims. Reparations can also acknowledge the sufferings and the loss
experienced by victims. Youth for Peace understands the importance of reparations and
we are working alongside the VSS/ECCC to meet of the needs of the victims and we
hope that the ECCC Reparation Program can bring healing for victim-survivors and
social reconciliation for all Cambodian people. We need the support from donors to
implement the reparation projects and other non-judicial measure projects in order to



give benefit to the victims and to contribute to non-recurrence of atrocities and gross
human rights violations in Cambodia in the future.”

Mr. LONG Khet,
Director, Youth for Peace

+++

“In collaboration with the Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers Section (LCLS) and the Victims
Support Section (VSS) of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
(ECCC), the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) will design, install and
manage permanent exhibitions on the history of Democratic Kampuchea (DK). These
exhibitions are an important development not only for Cambodia?s struggle for
reconciliation and justice today, but the education of its youth for generations to come. In
addition, in collaboration with the LCLS and VSS, DC-Cam is completing the
development of a book chapter on the history of the forced transfer of Cambodians and
the events that occurred at Tuol Po Chrey. The book chapter, which will be included in
the Teacher's Guidebook: The Teaching of a History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-
1979), by Dr. PhalaCheaand Christopher Dearing, will provide personal accounts of
survivors of the Democratic Kampuchea period as well as history lessons that teachers
can use in Cambodian classrooms. Ultimately both projects will not only educate the
public on DK history, but also serve as instruments for ensuring this history is never
forgotten.

These projects would not be possible without the generous support of the Cambodian
and German governments. DC-Cam?s funding for these projects comes by way of the
Victims Support Section/ECCC, which receives its support from the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). In addition, DC-Cam
wishes to give thanks to the Civii Peace Service of Deutsche
GesellschaftfiirinternationaleZusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH for its generous funding for
the publication of the book chapter.

DC-Cam will also be working with the Cambodian government. On the museum
exhibitions project, DC-Cam will work with the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts and the
Cambodian National Museum to create and manage five museum exhibitions. Together
with these institutions, DC-Cam will document the stories of survivors and the histories
of villages, burial sites, and prison centers across the country where mass atrocities took
place. On the book chapter project, DC-Cam will be collaborating with the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sport (MOEYS), which has mandated the use of DC-Cam’s
genocide education curriculum in all schools throughout Cambodia.”

Mr. Youk Chhang,

Director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam)
+++
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