
 1

�

�
�

�

���������	
��
����  

������������	

�����������
�������������

	���	����������
�

�

« Moving Forward Through Justice  » 
 

 Regional Public Forum at Chhne Tonle Meeting Hall,  
Svay Rieng Town, Thursday, 24 February 2011  

(7:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.) 
 

 
 

Participants: 
350 Civil Parties of Case 002 from 4 provinces, including Svay Rieng, Prey Veng, Kandal and Kampong 
Cham and Judicial Officers from Office of the Co-Prosecutors, Victims Support Section, Witness/Expert 
Support Unit, Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers Section and staff members of some intermediary 
organizations. 

 
Report by:  

The Victims Support Section’s Outreach Team 
 

Address: National Road 4, Sangkat Chaom Chao, Khan Dangkor, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Telephone: 023 219 814, Fax: 023 219 841 

E-mail: info@eccc.gov.kh   Website: http://vss.eccc.gov.kh/  
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I. Background 
 
The Victims Support Section (VSS) of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC) has mandates to coordinate the participation of the victims in the Khmer Rouge Regime 
through legal proceedings of ECCC and facilitating reparations through judicial process and non-
judicial measures by: 
 

- Dessiminating information related to the rights of Civil Parties (CPs) and Complainants; 
- Cooperating with other offices of the ECCC in order to enhance the participation of 

victims widely; 
- Coordinating legal representation for individual Civil Party and/or groups of Civil 

Parties; 
- Facilitating for the selection of the representatives of the civil parties for effective 

participation in judicial proceedings; and 
- Coordinating and facilitating for the proper proposals and seeking resources for the 

impelemntation of the judicial and non-judicial measures for reparations. 
 
This Regional Public Forum was organized for 350 Civil Parties in Case 002 from Provinces in 
Cambodia, namely: from Svay Rieng, Prey Veng, Kandal, and Kampong Cham. This is the Third 
Regional Public Forum for VSS’ 16-month long project on “Improved Victims’ Participation in 
the Proceedings of ECCC,” which is being funded by Federal Republic of Germany through 
GIZ. 
 

 

II. Objectives 
 
The objective of this Regional Public Forum is to promote victims participation as Civil Parties 
and provides opportunities for Civil Parties, such as: 
 

- To meet Civil Party Lawyers to discuss their rights, complaints proceeding at the trial 
process, as well as, to generate ideas from Civil Parties on reparation-related programs 
for formulating a proposal to the ECCC.  

- To meet officials from various offices of the ECCC and civil society representatives in 
order to learn about recent progress at the ECCC.   

- To meet CPs in case 001 to learn about their experiences for a better involvement in case 
002. 

 
The VSS is going to organize another three regional forums in different regions later in 2011 in 
order to ensure the admitted 2,122 Civil Parties in Case 002 are able to have a cross and safe 
communicative dialogue with officials of the ECCC and most importantly, meet with their Civil 
Party lawyers in order to prepare for potential testimonal witnesses and discuss forms of 
reparation for civil parties through judicial and non-judicial measures.  
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III. Regional Forum Report 
 
On Wednesday, 23 February 2011, the participants were welcomed to visit a newly renovated 
Stupa, commemorated for victims of the Khmer Rouge (KR) at TLORK Commune, where 
approximately 1,500 people were executed during the KR era. It is located 15 kilometers 
distance from the provincial town. The event was followed by a film showing organized by the 
Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the ECCC. The film was about victims’ quest for truth and 
justice. 
 

 
 
On Tuesday, 24 February 2011, the VSS hosted its fourth regional forum for Civil Parties of 
Case 002 in Svay Rieng Province at the Chnne Tonle Meeting Hall. This forum was organized 
specifically for Civil Parties (CPs) in order to promote their awareness on mechanism and ways 
from which CPs can participate in the proceedings of Case 002 as well as to provide CPs with an 
opportunity to meet judicial officers of the ECCC and their respective lawyers to get the court 
updates. 
 
The regional forum started with registration beginning at 7:30 in the morning with the arrival of 
the invited guests from the Eastern provinces of the Mekong River of  Cambodia, including 
representatives from Intermediary Organizations (IOs) such as, Youth for Peace (YfP), ADHOC, 
DC-CAM, The Transcultural Pyschosocial Organization (TPO), Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC), 
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Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC), Cambodian Defender Project (CDP) 
350 Civil Parties of Case 002 from Svay Rieng, Prey Veng, Kandal, and Kampong Cham, Civil 
Party Lawyers (CPLs), Judicial Officers from Office of the Co-Prosecutors, Victims Support Section, 
Witness/Expert Support Unit, Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers Section and staff members of some 
intermediary organizations. 
 
Mr. IM Sophea, the Outreach Coordinator invited the participants to join the forum. The event 
was initiated with the playing of the Cambodian National Anthem and a religious ceremony for 
victims of the KR regime. The religious ceremony was called Bangskol, which is a 
commemorative ceremony dedicated to the soul of the dead victims of the KR and it was led by a 
group of five chanting Buddhist monks. The purpose of the religious ceremony was also to 
relieve the sufferings of the victims who survived the brutal KR regime.  
 

 
 
Mr. IM Sophea introduced the guest speakers for the opening session. Mr. RONG Chhorng 
began his welcoming remarks by showing his appreciation for the town of Svay Rieng for 
hosting one of VSS’s Reginal Forums. Mr. RONG said, “Today the regional forum in Svay 
Rieng Province aims to enhance the broader participation of the victims by providing them with 
an opportunity to discuss with their lawyers as well as to get updated information from the 
ECCC.”  He also stated that this is the fourth regional forum and there will be two more in 
possibly Kampong Chnnang and Siem Reap. Mr. RONG spoke on the Duch appeal decision. He 
also stated, “The PTC is working on the Civil Parties appeals on whether or not they can be 
accepted and that their CPLs will keep them inform on the decisions.”
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Mr. RONG Chhorng also spoke on the 
creation of the VSS, which is for the large 
number of victims and to faciliate their legal 
participation, especially with their CPLs. 
Mr. RONG Chhorng advised the CPs: 
“Please ask your lawyers or any public 
officials here to clear up any 
misunderstanding or curiosity.” He also 
brought up the topic of non-judicial 
measures and how NGOs, such as YfP can 
help in providing these measures. He ended 
his remarks by expressing his sincere 
appreciation to all the participants for 
making their way to the forum, the local 
authority as well as the guest speakers, the 
donors, and public officials.  

 
Then, Mr. REACH Sambath, Chief of the 
PAS thanked and introduced the Deputy 
Provincial Governor of Svay Rieng 
Province, Mr. SUM Socheat, Mrs. CHEA 
Leang., Co-Prosecutor of the ECCC, Mr. 
William Smith, Deputy Prosecutor of the 
ECCC, and Mr. RONG Chhorng, Chief of 
the VSS to the Cambodian public. He said, 
“The public official will be here all day so if 
the Cambodian public had any questions, 
they are welcome to raised their concerns.” 
He proceeded to update the public on Case 
001 and Case 002 by speaking on the 
creation of the ECCC and introducing the 
defendants of both Cases, their roles during 
the KR era, and their crimes. He addressed 
victims’ concern about why the Duch 
verdict was so short of only 35 years and he 
said that the Prosecutoion officials will be 
able to address such concerns as this 
because of their legal knowledge and first-

hand experience from working in the Court.  
He also spoke about the Outreach activities 
of the PAS and invited the CPs to use these 
opportunities to visit the Court, where their 
transportation and meals will be paid for.  
Mr. REACH even gave out the telephone 
numbers of staffs in at the PAS office so that 
the victims can contact them to make an 
appointment to visit the Court, regardless of 
where they are from.   
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Mr. SUM Socheat, the Provincial Governor of Svay 
Rieng gave his opening remarks, in which he 
expressed his thanks for being invited to such  an 
event. He hoped that the CPs will be successful 
through the legal process. He also stated, “On the 
behalf of the Provincial Governor, I am satisfied 
with and support the VSS for organizing this forum 
in order to improved the participation of the victims 
through the provisions of avenue that allow the CPs 
to meet officials and their legal representatives in 
order to update themselves on the latest 
development of the Court.” The Governor said that 
this Court was developed to try the most 
responsible senior leaders of the KR regime, where 
people died because of forced labor, starvation, and 
crimes such as rape and a number of unspoken 
crimes happened. He also expressed, “Even though 
the events happened 31 years ago, they are still 
fresh in our minds. Everyone here knows that they 
had to make a journey out of their homes in just a 
couple of day. I was 16 or 17 years old and I 
suffered the same events as you. I want to share my 

experiences and even though that I didn’t file a complaint, I am a victim like you. During that 
time, I was at home in Takeo and separated from my father by these people, who referred 
themselves to as ‘Angkar, Angkar.’ My father is from Prey Veng Province. My mother suffered 
with the lost of my father. During that time, there was a lot of hardship, in which could only be 
expressed through grief because there was no human rights, justice, or anything like that.” He 
teared up after speaking about his sister and said, “What happened was unspeakable. However, 
now is the time to try those most responsible for these crimes in which the victims can be CPs 
and achieve justice.”  He continued on to say, “Those who are Buddhists can now feel that there 
is a sense of karma—those who committed bad things will get bad karma in return.”  He closed 
this opening remarks by saying, “The VSS helps pursue justice for the victims through the 
processes of becoming a CP, witness, and complainant. In doing so, this effort would create a 
culture of genocide prevention here and anywhere in the world.” Afterwards, Mr. RONG 
Chhorng, Chief of the VSS, and Lauk Chumteav CHEA Leang, the Co-Prosecutor of the ECCC 
presented the Deputy Provincial Governor of Svay Rieng with a copy of the Duch’s Verdict. 
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Later in the morning, the forum moved onto its Panel Presentations. The first one was presented 
by Lauk Chumteav CHEA Leang, Co-Prosecutor of the ECCC. She said that “in my role as a 
Cambodian and Prosecutor, I will not be satisfied with the Duch verdict until it is heavier”. She 
also stated, “We are all waiting for the decision.” She continued on to say, “The verdict is not 
sufficient to cover the crimes that they committed and I have asked for a life sentence.”  
Specifically, she said, “I was also a victim under the KR regime and I know what happened, but I 
cannot use what I seen to prosecute them. I must prosecute them under the law because the 
defendants still do not acknowledge what they did during that time period.” She said that even if 
CPs do not understand the legal process deeply, they can still understand the jest of what the 
ECCC is doing from reading the information packets that were provided to them. “Everything 
that we are doing is for justice for everyone.” This is an opportunity for CPs to demand justice 
for family members who died. As a Prosecutor, I have worked for three years and read through 
the documents and international files.” She went on to thank the victims for joining the legal 
process because without them, there wouldn’t be evidence to prosecute the defendants to get 
justice. She claimed that here is a group of prosecutors coming from at least 10 different 
countries and even if they have a different legal system at home, they all have internatonal legal 
exxperience to work here for the people. She reasured the CPs by saying, “I will work hard to 
explain the legal process for anyone.”  She said that the trial of Case 002 should start in June of 
this year by trying those most responsible for the crimes during the KR era. “We are all humans 
so we should get justice.” She closed off her speech by saying that she understands there are 
questions from the Cambodian public that she wants to address afterwards.  
 
Afterwards, Mr. William Smith, Deputy Prosecutor of the ECCC, spoke on the court process in 
relations to the victims and CPs. He stated, “I can see the expectations of the CPs from the 
Kampong Cham, Kandal, Prey Veng, and Svay Rieng here today.” He explained why the CPs 
should have confident in this process and why they (CPLS, CPs, Prosecutors) should work 
together for truth and the future of Cambodian and international community so that this will 
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never happen again. He said, “We encourage your technical questions, but it is important to 
understand why we are here and the principles we are applying.” When I went to the prison 
yesterday near Wat Tlork and I saw the 1,500 sklls of those people who were living before, it 
made me think.” Mr. Smith reminsced on the differences between his living conditions compared 
to the victims of the KR, commenting on the lack of freedom, food, education, his family 
relations, and more. With that in mind, he said, “I am not here because I am Cambodian, but we 
are here because we are fellow human beings that want to say to the government and community 
that these type of rights cannot be broken as they were during the KR period.” He continue to say 
that there are still human rights violations around the world so there are both Cambodians and 
internationals working at the ECCC “to make sure these human rights abuses do not occur 
again.” He emphasized the importance of attending this forum—to pay respect for those who had 
died and to bring those accountable for the crimes to be punished. He said that if the court cannot 
come together to prosecute those responsible ”then, how does it protect your future. For this 
process to be valuable, it must be one that has integrity.” He expanded on the impact of the 
ECCC legal system on the Cambodian domestic legal system, which is to ensure that in the 
future, there will be a court that will ensure the safety of society. “Let me leave you with a 
couple of promises. From the Prosecution Office, we promise that your voice as a community 
will be hear in the legal process. We promise you that we will work as hard as we can from 
hearing what the Governor and you have said. We promise to support your CPLs and Co-CPLs 
to assist in those cases being hear at the Court.” Mr. Smith ended his speech by saying that the 
victims role as CP is “incredibly powerful” for the Court and process even if not every single 
victims’ stories can be heard in the Court room, they can relate in the shared stories.  
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The Panel hosted a Q&A afterwards. One of the CPs asked, “Is it possible to find out who 
exactly was the one who executed the order to kill Cambodians?” Mrs CHEA thanked the 
participant for asking the question and believe in the importance of these questions. To answer 
this question, she said, “We must use the law to trial crimes. The law says that it is possible to 
prosecute those responsible and the leaders who carried out the orders. Regardless of who 
specifically killed who, it is the leaders who are responsible for what happened during that time. 
The civil law system does not make it possible for everyone who killed someone to be 
prosecuted in the Court. Thus, only the most responsible leaders will be on trial.  
 
To answer a question asked by another CP: “Will there be justice when only there are 5 
defendants, who have been and will be on trial?,” Mrs. CHEA said, “Yes, I understand that there 
were other people involved, but justice can be achieved through the current four defendants 
going to be put on trial. The trials of the KR will not continue onto the Cambodian judicial 
system. Justice cannot be achieved by trying every single Khmer Rouge person because that 
would be impossible. We must get a sense of reconciliation from what can be done and not have 
further feelings of revenge, but that is just my opinion.”  
 
A specific question was addressed to Mr. Smith, which was “There was a promise of our voices 
being heard. How is that going to happen in the Court room?” He answered, “The first thing you 
should know is that there is not restriction on how many people the CPLs or Prosecution can 
request to be in the Court room. To understand the process, if the trial starts in May or June, the 
Court has asked the Prosecution, CPs, and the four accussed to submit a list of witnesses and 
those lists submitted. It is up to the Trial Judges to decide whether or not all the witnesses will be 
heard or only some of them. Whether that is enough voices of victims in the trial, we will have to 
see. But, I think it is important to be clear that the Prosecution has asked for lots of victims, from 
the detention centers, the Chams, the Khmer Krom, the people who were forced to get marry, 
raped, and other victims. Your CPLs and Co-Lawyers have also asked for lots of victims to 
testify in the Court. So victims’ voices from all across the country will be heard in the trial. As 
you know there were around 8 million people during that period and many died, but not 
everyone will be heard, not millions and millions of people. I don’t think Cambodians want the 
trial to go on forever than the accuse can actual live. So the decision that the TC will have to 
come up with will have to be a balance so that it doesn’t go on for a long period of time. But 
your voices will be heard in other ways. Through the opening statement of the Prosecution, a 
written document, which has been filed in the Case File in thousands of pages that described 
what had happened in Cambodia, the 12,000 documents that are in the Case files before the 
Court, but I believe that the way the victims voice can be heard the most is through the Civil 
Parties’ preparation where they can explain in their words their sufferings. If you are following 
the Duch case, you will agree that the two weeks in which the CPs gave their testimonies, it was 
the most powerful way in which victims’ voices were heard in the trial. Just to follow up in a 
couple of remarks to those other questions, as you know the Prosecution asked for a prosecution 
of life to be reduced to 40 years and that sentence should have been life, but for one problem, 
Duch was held in custody for 8 years and under the Cambodian law, you cannot put someone for 
8 years without a trial. It is important that the Cambodian and International Judges make a 
statement that someone should not be placed under custody for that long without a trial.”  
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Afterwards, the session took a break so that the participants can take a rest. The Panel 
Presentation resumed with Mr. NHEM Samnang, Officer of the Witness/Expert Support Unit 
(WESU) speaking on his section’s duties to the people, which includes providing transporation, 
accomodations, meals, and anonymity. He mentioned that the identity of witnesses will not be 
revealed to anyone in the Court, the media, or public.  
 
The Q&A session continued because of the high number of questions. When asked, “How will 
the four people get tried if they refused what happened? How will there be justice,” Mrs. CHEA 
said that this is hard to answer because the trial has not started and it is difficult to predict what 
will happen. Mr. Smith added, “That is why there is a case. The prosecution does not believe that 
it didn’t happen so it is up to the judge to decide. 
 
Mr. Smith addressed the suffering of one man, who had lost 6 children during that KR time and 
who asked about how quickly the trial of Case 002 will be when the defendants are so old. Mr 
Smith answered, “I will try to have these type of stories heard in the Court room. We promise to 
move as fast as we can and we are moving as fast as we can to bring this case to trial. But it is 
important that the defense has the right to contest the evidence because they have a right to 
presume innocence until proven guilty. It is important to note that a trial like this around the 
world, it is normal for the defendant to not admit to these charges.” He continued to say that the 
trial is important because it is to find the truth of what happened, “but we understand your pain 
and we will move as fast as we can.” 
 

After the Q&A, the participants were 
invited to have lunch. After lunch, they 
were showed a film called, “Long Awaited 
Day,” which is about victims in Case 001’s 
quest for justice through the judicial system 
and their experiences from being a Civil 
Party. 
 
Next, Mr. TAN Visal, Project Manager of 
Reparations and Non-Judicial Measures of 
the VSS, spoke on reparations and non-
judicial measures and what the victims 
should expect out of the them. He claimed, 
“There are two avenues for reparations: 
through the Court, which are through moral 
and collective reparations.” He also 
emphasized that his team is liasing with 
other NGOs and government agencies to 
bring a type of reparations for the victims. 
He said, “We have met with NGOs and Co-
Lead CPLs to discuss reparations and move 
forward in the process.” He thanked the 
CPs for providing reparations project ideass 
and said that the project at Wat Tlork is an 
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example of how NGOs can help in the 
process to create a memorial via another 
outlet than the Court when it comes to non-
judicial measures.  
 
Another CP asked, “Will the verdict of the 
four accused be even?” To this question, 
Mrs. CHEA said that it depends how the 
crimes that each defendant is charged for 
because their crimes vary and are different 
from each other. She continuted to say, “for 
example, if a person is charge with a crime, 
it does not carry onto the other defendants. 
Even under Cambodian law, sentencing does 
not happen this way. Sentencing is given 
according to crimes committed.” 

 
In response to a question on why some CP 
applicant were rejected, Mr. Smith said, 
“Many or most of those applications are 
being appealed to the Supreme Court to see 
whether or not they should be accepted. 
When the applications was rejected, it was 
not on the basis that the people who applied 
were not victims, but it was on a legal, 
technical basis. That legal technical basis 
was whether that person was a victimunder 
that specific investigation.” 
 
 

 
After, Mr. LATT Khy, Program Coordinator of the KRT project at ADHOC spoke on how IOs 
like his can contribute to victim participation. He said, “I want to help the victims and the CPLs 
and will be happy to assist in any way.” Next, Mr. LONG Khet, Executive Director of Youth for 
Peace (YfP) remarked on how his organization has contributed to the culture of memory by 
establishing projects, like the renovation of stupa at TLORK Pagoda at former killing sites. He 
said, “The younger generation in Cambodia can learn from victims about what had happened 
during that era.” He also mentioned that YfP supports the ideas of any victims for projects, such 
as wall painting of the experiences of the victims and helps them complete this type of project.  
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Then, two Civil Parties 
from Case 001 and a 
psychiatrist hosted a 
session called 
“Reflections and Personal 
Impression.” The first 
speaker was Mr. NET 
Phally, a Case 001 CP. 
He spoke on his 
experiences as a CP 
trying to get justice for 
his older brother, who 
died at S-21 prison, also 
known as Toul Sleng 
security center. He said, 
“First, I applied as a CP 
via DC-Cam and they 

helped me choose my lawyer, who I gotten to know.” He also claimed, “I felt very angry at those 
who killed my brothers, but I calm my nerves and did not seek revenge, but instead went through 
the Court.” Then, Ms. HAY Sophea , who was also a CP in Case 001 followed suit and said that 
it was her first time in Svay Rieng, the birthplace of her father, who died during the KR era. She 
was overwhelmed with emotions and had to pause so Dr. MUNY Sothara, a psychiatrist with the 
Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO) took over and talked about TPO’s initiatives and 
the psychological services that they provide. He introduced his staff members from TPO, who 
were there at the forum to familiarize the public with who they may interact with in the future. 
Ms. Sophea resumed her speech and said that the atrocities that happened to her family is what 
made her file an application to be a CP. She said, “This is important for the next generation of 
Cambodia because they will never know how bad it was.” She never knew of her father, who 
was killed at Toul Sleng so all she had was her mother.  Instead of seeking revenge, she said, “I 
am a CP for remembrance.”  

 
Lastly, Mr. CHY Therith, a representative from DC-Cam provided the audience with a story of 
one of the CPs-Ms. Sophea, who lost her father during the KR time and had to sacrifice his 
childhood and education to support his family and widow mother. She is an example of someone 
who used DC-Cam to find documents and information about her father. He spoke about DC-
Cam’s genocide education project, where they train instructors on how to teach the history of the 
KR era to students. He said, “Now, we are trying to implement KR history classes as a 
requirement in university-level education.” Mr. CHY also mentioned DC-Cam’s “Book of 
Names” project, which aims to create a list of victims of the KR era. The guest speakers hosted a 
Q&A session. One participants said that DC-Cam’s “Book of Names” should not be published if 
it cannot account for all the millions of KR victims because it might lead to a misunderstanding 
that these were the only victims of that time period.  
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Next, Mr. PICH Ang, 
the National Civil Party 
Lead Co-Lawyer 
presented on the 
purpose of the creation 
of the Civil Party Co-
Lead Lawyers Section 
and recent updates 
relating to LCL section 
and the ECCC 
proceedings. He also 
commented on how the 
Court is trying to work 
quickly because of the 
ages of the defendants 
and other factors. Ms. 
SIMONNEAU FORT, 
the International Civil 
Party Lead Co-Lawyer, 

said that her section’s goal is to ensure the CPs are represented properly in the Court process. 
She noted that it is very important that CPs are included in the process because it is the first time 
in international criminal court that victims are allowed to participate as such in court. She said, “I 
have experience representing children and victims in France and will work hard for CPs here.” 
She mentioned how Cambodia and France are alike and assured the public that she believes “The 
voices of Cambodians are very important.” She added, “Our goal is to ensure the CPs will have a 
role and purpose.” She alo commented on reparations and said, “what a CP wants is not always 
what a CP will get.”  

 
One of the CPLs, LOR Chunty spoke about what he has 
done and introduced other members on his team at 
Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC).  Mr. Hervé DIAKIESS 
hopes he will be able to represent and be a voice for the 
sufferings of Cambodians because everyone is a human 
and feels the same feelings. Mrs. MOCH Sovannary 
said that she is someone who was born after the KR 
times, but as a Cambodian wants to be involve in the 
process. As a lawyer, she said that she will work as 
hard as she can to deliver the voices of Cambodians in 
the Court room. She offered her enthusiam and support 
for the Cambodian public. Mr. SAM Sokong spoke 
about his team and who they represent, which includes 
Kampuchea Krom people and victims in the U.S.  Mrs. 
CHET Vanly introduced the other ECCC-funded 

lawyers, Mr. VEN Pov and Mrs. TY Srinna and said that she is here today most importantly to 
meet with her CPs.  
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The CPLs held a Q&A afterwards, addressing the concerns of CPs. One of the questions asked 
was: How does CPLs update their clients on the progress of their applications? Mrs. MOCH 
Sovannary said, “One of the ways in which we provide our CPs news is by going to the 
provinces, ourselves, to meet our clients, interview them, and provide them with updated news.” 

 
Afterwards, the CPLs split up the Civil 
Party’s participants according to who 
their lawyers are and held their group 
discussion all over the meeting hall.  
The CPLs met with their clients to 
discuss their specific concerns and 
updated their CPs more thoroughly on 
what they are currently doing to help 
their clients.   
 
 
    
 

Finally, the regional forum ended with MR. REACH’s 
closing remarks, in which he spoke on the importance of that 
day’s forum. He also emphasized the opportunities that the 
PAS offer to the CPs, which includes visiting the Court in 
Phnom Penh from any destination because the PAS will 
cover all expenses, such as transportaton and meals.  
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IV. Conclusion 
 
This one-day forum was organized to provide Civil Parties from the respective provinces with 
the opportunity to meet judicial officers from Office of the Co-Prosecutors, Witness/Expert 
Support Unit, Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyers Unit, the Victims Support Section, staff members of 
some intermediary organizations and NGOs, and later on that day with their lawyers. As a result, 
VSS believes that the the forum was conducted very well and the participants were satisfied 
because the forum increased the CPs’ knowledge of the ECCC recent updates and processes 
while increasing the number of meetings they are able to have with their lawyers. Not only that, 
but the CPs were also given the chance to meet former CPs from Case 001 and other current 
Case 002 CPs, enriching their experience by being able to share their experiences with each other 
and feeling more comfortable with the judicial process.  

Most importantly, all the Civil Parties met in groups with their legal representatives and 
exchanged their views with their lawyers. They discussed thoroughly on the specification of the 
types of the reparation (collective or symbolic gesture) for the proposal that the Civil Party 
Lawyers have to prepare for the Lead Co-Lawyers to submit to the Court. The proposal is part of 
the process to demand for the preparation of reparation plan for the victims through judicial 
proceedings. 
 
Next Regional Forum 
The next regional forum will take place on 24 March 2011 in Kampong Chhnang Province. More 
information will soon be released. 
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V. Media Coverage on this Regional Forum 
 
This event had been covered and broadcasted by the following media: 
 

- National Radio Rumdul Svay Rieng FM 98.70 MHz 
- Bayon Radio 
- CTN Television 
- Rasmei Kampuchea Newspaper 
- Koh Sentephenp Newspaper 
- Kampuchea Thmey Newspaper 
- RFA Radio 
- Phnom Penh Post Newspaper 
- Voice of Democracy Radio 
- Radio 103 MHz Svay Rieng Province 
 

 


